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“Baby Borrowing” Not Okay, Says Attachment Parenting International 
Parenting organization calls for cancellation of new reality show described as unethical, unhealthy and short-sighted grab for ratings
Nashville, TN – June 9, 2008 – Attachment Parenting International (API, www.attachmentparenting.org), a non-profit global network of parenting support groups with more than 60 chapters in North America, today announced its objection to and requested cancellation of “The Baby Borrowers,” a controversial reality show scheduled to air in the U.S. beginning June 25. 
Citing multiple recent research studies and violations of national and international regulations regarding children’s rights, API sent a formal letter of complaint to NBC regarding its plans to air the series, in which babies ranging in age from six months to two years are separated from their parents for three days and placed in the care of unfamiliar teenagers with no care-giving experience.
“For the sake of entertainment, infants and toddlers are separated from their families and provided inadequate, insensitive caretaking by teenagers in an atmosphere that could be identified as stressful and even abusive to the child,” said Lysa Parker, API Founder and spokesperson for the API Research Group. “This goes against all current research regarding what children need for healthy development.”
In its letter of complaint, API cited multiple research studies indicating that the years from birth to 3 years of age constitute a sensitive period for early brain and emotional development. In addition to recent research, API noted violations of children’s rights as outlined in national regulations by the Office of Human Research Protections (OHRP), and violations of the international principles of child protection as outlined by the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child. 
“It’s one thing for consenting adults to engage in risky behaviors for money, but quite another to put infants and toddlers in this position,” said Parker. “It’s unfair, inhumane, and can be potentially traumatic and dangerous for the children.” 

API also raised concerns regarding whether participating families were fully informed about the risks associated with allowing their infants and toddlers to participate in the reality show. 

“NBC has not communicated how parental consent for this show was obtained,” said Parker. “Were the repercussions of separation for infants explained to the parents?”
In addition to concern for the psychological and emotional health of the babies involved in the series, API expressed concern regarding potential viewer misconceptions. API stated that the show may downplay the impact of separation and condone neglect and mistreatment of children in the name of entertainment.
“In a short-sighted grab for ratings, NBC has lost view of ethics and humanity,” said Parker. “We’ve hit a new low in television.”

Attachment Parenting is based in the practice of nurturing parenting methods that create strong emotional bonds, also known as secure attachment, between the infant and parent(s). This style of parenting encourages responsiveness to children’s emotional needs, enabling children to develop trust that their needs will be met. As a result, this strong attachment helps children develop the capacity for secure, empathic, peaceful, and enduring relationships that follow them into adulthood. 
Attachment Parenting International (API) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit member organization founded in 1994 to network with parents, professionals and like-minded organizations around the world. API’s mission is to educate and support all parents in raising secure, joyful and empathic children in order to strengthen families and create a more compassionate world. In addition to providing assistance in forming Attachment Parenting support groups, API functions as a clearinghouse providing educational materials, research information, consultative, referral and speaker services to promote Attachment Parenting concepts. 
Attachment Parenting International promotes parenting methods that create strong, healthy emotional bonds between children and their parents. Through education, support, advocacy and research, Attachment Parenting International seeks to strengthen families. More information about Attachment Parenting International can be found at www.attachmentparenting.org.
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